Medical Justice Network

Urgent letters needed ref allowing refused asylum seekers free access to secondary
healthcare

Contributed by Emma Ginn
Last Updated Friday, 05 June 2009

Message from Defend Primary Healthcare Campaign ;

"Dear friends,

Medsin has been working on access to NHS services for vulnerable migrants for more than eighteen months now. Time
is tight as the bill gets its second reading on 8 June. The recent Court of Appeal ruling has resulted in new guidance from
the Department of Health on &ldquo;failed asylum seekers /ordinary / lawful residence&rdquo; - click here for info . The
guidance makes some welcome concessions, however, we believe the principle of charging people who are unable to
pay for treatment is inhumane, poor public health policy and in the end unworkable.

We are asking supporters to write to their MPs urging them to support any amendment which would allow refused asylum
seekers free access to secondary healthcare without charge until they leave the UK. If you are a health professional (or
in training) is important that your letter, where possible, makes clear the ethical and practical problems from a
professional perspective. Please note this guidance relates to secondary and not primary care.

It is important that for maximum impact your letter should be personal and express your own thoughts and concerns and
go to your constituency MP. You can find out who they are by visiting www.theyworkforyou.com.

Time is tight as the amendment is likely to tabled for debate on June the 8th. Please try to post your letters immediately,
if at all possible.

If you visit the Medact website , you will find supporting documents to help you formulate your letter.
We'd be grateful if you could forward this message on to others. Please get in touch if you have any questions.

With best wishes

Defend Primary Healthcare Campaign
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